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SUBJ: DRAFT CONVENTION ON PHYSICAL PROTECTION OF NUCLEAR MATERIAL 

REF: STATE 036745 

1 . IN APPROACHING CANADA ON REFTEL, EMBASSY WOULD LIKE TO 
OBSERVE THAT THE UNIQUE RELATIONSHIP OF CANADA AND U.S. IN THIS 
AND RELATED SECURITY FIELDS CALLS FOR CAREFUL COORDINATION IN 
ORDER THAT EXISTING COOPERATIVE ARRANGEMENTS WILL NOT BE 
JEOPARDIZED BUT RATHER STRENGHTENED. AS DEPARTMENT IS AWARE, 

GOC CERTAINLY SHARES U.S. VIEWS ON THE NEED FOR ADEQUATE 
PHYSICAL PROTECTION OF NUCLEAR MATERIAL AND EQUIPMENT AND, IN 
FACT, HAS TAKEN THE INITIATIVE IN STRENGTHENING DOMESTIC 
SECURITY AND COOPERATING WITH U.S. ON THIS SUBJECT, INCLUDING THE 
TERRORIST RELATED ASPECT OF IT. HENCE, ALTHOUGH THERE MAY WELL 
BE DIFFERENCES OF OPINION ON TACTICS TO BE FOLLOWED AND THE I .F, AC. AT. 
WORDING OF VARIOUS PROVISIONS OF A CONVENTION, THE DEPARTMENT 
CAN ANTICIPATE THAT THE GOC WILL GIVE SUPPORT TO ANYTHING 
WHICH STANDS A REASONABLE CHANCE OF IMPROVING THE INTERNATIONAL 
PICTURE. 

2. IN PURSUING BILATERAL COOPERATION WITH THE GOC ON THIS AND 
RELATED SECURITY MATTERS, THERE HAS, HOWEVER, BEEN A CLEAR 
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ALLY REPRESENTS A LEAST COMMON DENOMINATOR, POLITICALLY, AND 
THAT THIS SHOULD NOT NECESSARILY INFLUENCE BILATERAL ARRANGE- 
MENTS WHICH SHOULD RATHER REFLECT WHAT TWO FRIENDLY AND 
NEIGHBORING COUNTRIES CAN DO TO PROVIDE THE BEST POSSIBLE 
PROTECTION FOR THEIR CITIZENS. AS A RESULT, AN INTRICATE WEB 
OF RELATIONSHIPS HAS DEVELOPED WHICH INVOLVES FORMAL AS WELL 
AS INFORMAL ARRANGEMENTS BETWEEN A NUMBER OF GOC AGENCIES, 
E.G., EXTAFF, ECMP, AECB, SOLICITOR GENERAL, AND THEIR 
AMERICAN COUNTERPARTS. IN THE OPERATIONSL CONTEXT THESE 
RELATIONSHIPS ARE IMPORTANT AND SENSITIVE. HENCE, IN ORDER TO 
ASSURE THAT A MULTINATIONAL INITIATIVE DOES NOT INADVERTENTLY 
RESULT IN A SITUATION WHICH COULD LOWER THE OVERAL LEVEL OF 
NORTH AMERICAN PROTECTION, IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT THESE EXISTING 
CONTACTS BE FULLY AND CURRENTLY AWARE OF THE DEVELOPING 
SITUATION. ONLY IN THIS WAY CAN THEIR REQUIREMENTS BE MADE 
KNOWN TO EXTAFF WHICH WILL NECESSARILY CARRY THE PRINCIPAL 
RESPONSIBILITY IN A MULTINATIONAL INITIATIVE. 

3. ACCORDINGLY, UNLESS INSTRUCTED TO THE CONTRARY, THIS EMBASSY 
WILL TAKE APPROPRIATE STEPS TO ASSURE THAT THE VARIOUS GOC 
OPERATIONAL CONTACTS ARE KEPT INFORMED OF DEVELOPMENTS IN THIS 
AREA. 
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